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From the Pastor

Fr. Thomas Johns

Welcome 
to St. John Vianney Parish

We are a vibrant Catholic Community on 
a Christ-centered journey. Led by the Holy 
Spirit and nurtured by the Eucharist, we 
proclaim and live the Gospel message of 
love of God and love of neighbor. 

PARISH COUNCIL
Ali Manning—Chair
Jason Stockmaster—Vice Chair
Phyllis Chabut—Secretary
Greg Fitzgerald
George Hadden
Jamie Hart
Aaron Kurth
Kathy Kurth
Maureen Modic
Norm Petterson
Kelly Printz
Denny Tulenson
Jim Vanek

TIDINGS STAFF
Mike & Carolyn Jablonski,  
  Co-copy Editors

Dear Parishioners,

By the time you receive this edition of Tidings in 
the mail, the parish’s annual Summer Festival will 
be less than two weeks away. The Festival will 
take place on the parish grounds on July 8, 9 & 10, 
and this edition of Tidings lets you know what will 
be taking place, where and when. Due to COVID 
restrictions, the Summer Festival for the past two 
years was scaled back quite a bit and this year 
we look forward to a more traditional festival of three days filled with great 
entertainment and food and a lot of family-friendly and reasonably priced 
activities. 

The other members of the pastoral staff and I look forward to seeing you 
on one or more of the festival days. Help is still needed with set-up, clean-
up and operation of the festival booths and activities. Call the Parish Office 
if you can help and please continue to do what you can to sell or buy 
your share of the raffle tickets. The winners of the grand prize ($15,000), 
the second prize ($2,000) and the third prize ($1,000) will be chosen on 
Sunday evening at closing time, 9:15pm. As of today, an almost record 
number of completed raffle tickets have been returned to the Parish 
Office. I am also grateful for the many festival sponsors and the many 
donors of raffle baskets—two new things we are trying this year. The raffle, 
sponsors, baskets, food, and other ticket sales should help us to have a 
record year. Thank you in advance for helping to make that happen. 

Thank you also for your support of the 
Rays of Mercy Campaign which began 
earlier this year. We are well over half-way 
to the goal of $3.75 million. The funds from 
this campaign will be used to do three 
things: 1) to ensure that all sacred spaces 
on our campus are maintained well for our 
use now and in the future; 2) to expand 
our current programs as we seek new 
ways to meet your spiritual needs; and 3) 
to update and modernize our technology 
for better communication and operation of 
our parish systems. Individuals were asked 
to consider a pledge of $3,600, payable over a three year period. Call 
the Parish Office for more information or to make a pledge or donation. 
You can see as you drive by the church that work has begun on the major 
project of replacing the roofs of the old and the new churches. 

We look forward to Bishop Edward Malesic joining us for Mass and a 
celebration on Saturday, October 1, at 4:00pm, to kick-off the Year of 
Evangelization at our parish and to hopefully bless the completed project 
of replacing the roofs on the church. Watch the church bulletin in the 
coming weeks to keep informed of all that will be going on at the parish 
this summer and in the new school year. God bless you and I hope to see 
you at the Summer Festival. Thanks to the Festival Core Committee and all 
the volunteers for their help!

Sincerely, 
Fr. Tom Johns

Church Office—440.255.0600
sjvmentor.org

Pastor: Rev. Thomas W. Johns, ext. 208
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Martin Dober, ext. 205
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Alex Clark, ext. 236
Deacon: Rev. Greg Leisure
Lay Ecclesial Minister: Jim Hickey, ext. 207
Faith Formation Director: Mandy Hart, ext. 224
Music Director: Katie Cooper, ext. 240
Director of Volunteers: Maureen Kraizel, ext. 225
Parish Secretary: Donna Regal, ext. 201
Interim Business Manager: Janet Miller, ext. 237
Property/Facilities Manger: Matt Fritz, ext. 246
Social Hall Manager: 440.255.8043
Caterer: Joe Longo’s Cater to You  

Catering Company, 440.479.5392

All Saints School 
of St. John Vianney

440.943.1395
allsaintssjv.org

Principal: Mrs. Katy Rankin

Photos Compliments of Chuck Fagan, 
Digital Optics; ctfagan25@gmail.com; 
440.725.9780

Almost There! 
Pledged—$2.7 mil

Goal—$3.75 mil

http://sjvmentor.org
http://allsaintssjv.org
mailto:ctfagan25@gmail.com
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At Easter this year 
we were so blessed 

to welcome 27 new 
members to our parish 
community. It was an 
absolute pleasure getting 
to know the men, women, 
and children who received 
their Sacraments of 
Initiation at the Easter 
Vigil Mass. I was thrilled to hear them say that their journey 
in faith throughout this past year was an incredible experience. 
They were sad to see the end of our weekly classes! Many 
parishioners who got to know them commented on what nice 
people they are and how excited they are for them to join us.

I am deeply grateful to the other priests, staff members, and 
RCIA team volunteers who helped make this such a special 
moment in the lives of our newest members. If someone you 
know is interested in becoming Catholic, I would be happy to 
speak with them. I can be reached at 440-255-0600 or frdober@
sjvmentor.org. 

Classes for becoming Catholic begin in September, and we 
have an informational meeting for anyone interested on August 
31st in the evening. Walk-ins are welcome.

Fr. Marty Dober

Beginning this fall and culminating in the spring of 2023, 
our parish will be celebrating a “Year of Evangelization.” 

Our PSR program and All Saints School will also take part 
in this initiative. To “evangelize” means to spread the “Good 
News” about the salvation that Jesus Christ won for us.

As I am sure many of you are aware, the practice of the 
Catholic faith in our area is in decline. Less than a quarter 
of the Catholics registered at our parish attend Mass every 
weekend. Furthermore, there are many in our area who have 
never had a meaningful encounter with Jesus Christ nor been 
presented with the beauty of our Catholic faith. We miss the 
members of our community who no longer worship with us! 
And we are eager to bring the Good News to those who have 
never truly received it.

While we all surely know that we must share our faith with 
others, the parish-wide survey that we conducted last year 
revealed that our parishioners do not feel equipped to do so. 
The Year of Evangelization is an attempt to respond to this. 

We will kick off the Year of Evangelization at the weekend 
Masses on September 17–18. On the evening of Monday, 
September 26 we will be hosting a gathering where we will 
hear a talk on Evangelization by Miguel Chavez, who works 
for the Diocese of Cleveland as the Director of the Office 

Year of Evangelization Celebrated Parish-wide
National Eucharistic Revival
In addition to celebrating a year of Evangelization at St. John Vianney, 
we also will be participating in the three-year National Eucharistic 
Revival that the bishops of our country will be launching this summer. 
The bishops think that this is a good time for us to refocus on the 
centrality of the Eucharist to our lives and to our mission of proclaiming 
the Good News. There will be a number of events to mark this revival 
at our parish, but in this first year of the revival the primary focus is on 
the ways that each diocese can rekindle our devotion to the Eucharist. 
So, some of the events of our Year of Evangelization will tie in with the 
Eucharistic revival, but we should also be attentive to the events that 
the diocese will sponsor throughout this upcoming year.

 Fr. Marty Dober

for Missionary Discipleship. He is a dynamic and engaging 
speaker! Another event to look forward to at the beginning of 
the Year of Evangelization will be a visit from Bishop Malesic, 
who is scheduled to help us celebrate this special year by 
offering Mass here on Saturday, October 1 at 4:00pm.

Stay tuned for more information on this incredible parish-
wide initiative we have begun to help us all live our faith better 
and share it with our neighbors!

27 Welcomed, Celebrated at Easter Vigil Mass 

mailto:frdober@sjvmentor.org
mailto:frdober@sjvmentor.org
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On April 2nd, Bishop Malesic ordained Dominic Gideon, 
26, to the transitional diaconate and assigned him to our 

parish for the next year. He will live and work with us until 
priesthood ordination in May of 2023, doing ministry full-time 
over the summer and part-time during the school year as he 
commutes to the seminary for classes.

Dc. Dominic grew up in Cleveland Hts, going to church 
and school at St. Ann which is now part of Communion of 
Saints Parish. The pastor, Fr. John McNulty, remembers the 
first day he met him when he was in the eighth grade and 
witnessed his personal and spiritual growth throughout high 
school at Saint Ignatius and the past eight years of seminary. 
“St. John Vianney is lucky to have Dominic join them. He has 
many gifts. He is very accepting of all people, especially young 
people who are not connected to the church. He’s a good 
writer and preacher. He’s non-judgmental and is close to his 
family who is very involved at Communion of Saints. He has 
three brothers and it’s a family that gathers together for a meal 
on Sunday. You’ll love him.” 

Dc. Dominic’s call to serve the Lord was gradual, but began 
early on as he saw healthy, happy priests at his parish live out 
their holy vocation. Over time he recognized a growing desire 
to share in that intimate and profound priestly ministry of 
service to a parish family. He struggled to accept this desire 
God put in his heart, but by senior year of high school he 
knew he couldn’t push it off any longer and had to follow the 
call to enter college seminary. 

Dc. Dominic has had a wide variety of ministry 
opportunities during his seminary formation, ranging from 

youth ministry to visiting the 
juvenile detention center. Most 
of his parish experience has 
been in city settings, having 
spent summers at St. Patrick 
on Bridge Avenue in Cleveland 
and St. Aloysius in Glenville 
and spending his internship 
year at St. Vincent de Paul 
in Akron. Also Dominic has 
continued to be involved in the 
parish life of Communion of 
Saints helping with significant 
liturgies, youth ministry, and 
the Knights of Columbus. One 
of his most cherished ministries was working four summers at 
Camp Christopher, a diocesan camp in Bath, Ohio.

What excites Dc. Dominic most about coming to St. John 
Vianney parish is its vibrancy, variety of ministries, and 
living in community with Fr. Tom Johns and Fr. Marty and 
Fr. Alex whom he became friends with at the seminary. Dc. 
Dominic recognizes that our parish will allow him to expand 
his experiences. He especially is eager to work with our 
school children and youth groups as well as visit hospitals 
and nursing homes which he couldn’t do on internship due to 
COVID. Additionally, Dc. Dominic looks forward to preach, 
baptize children, do graveside services, and prepare couples 
for marriage, and he is open to all our large community has to 
offer.

We Welcome Deacon Dominic Gideon

Dc. Dominic Gideon

Thank you
STAN

Stan Lipinski and his wife Marion have been active members of the parish since 
their arrival here in the spring of 1980. During a time of transition, and when 
the COVID 19 restrictions began, the parish was in need of a part-time business 
manager to take the place of Jerry Straub who took a job closer to his home in 
Hudson. We also needed someone who could assist us at the parish school, All 
Saints of Saint John Vianney, when we needed to prepare for operating a school 
at the time of a complex and confusing COVID pandemic. Stan responded to Fr. 
Johns’ request to help us for a “short time” until it would become clearer to us 
regarding what we needed to do at the parish and at the school. Two and a half 
years later, Stan continued to respond generously to Father’s request for short-
term help! Stan has an extensive background in education and administration 
and he was happily retired when Fr. Johns asked for his assistance. Stan will 
soon return to his well-deserved time of retirement and Fr. Johns is so grateful 
for the help he gave at the school and the many facilities projects at the parish, 
especially the current complicated process of replacing the roofs on so many of 
our sacred spaces. You can only imagine the many hours Stan worked to help 
out the parish he loves so much and our parish school. May God bless him and 
Marion!



ê ST.  JOHN VIANNEY ê
PRESENTS

Summer

July 8 July 9 July 10
6–11pm 5–11pm 3–9pm

We are always looking for volunteers—call Director of Volunteers, Maureen Kraizel, 440.255.0600 ext. 225

GRAND PRIZE Raffle Winner announced Sunday, July 10, 9:15pm

Friday—Karaoke, Trivia, One-Man Band 
and more

Saturday—Don Wojtila Polka Band, Katie 
Cooper, The ReBeats

Sunday—Larry the DJ , The Sumrada Band

Fresh Food for every taste made on site 
by Cater-to-You, Funnel Cakes, Fresh-
squeezed Lemonade, Beer, Wine, and 
more

 Get your tickets or wristbands at the Children’s Ticket Booth for the 
always popular Cargo Net, Slides, Pirate Ship, Train Rides & more.

 The Midway will have games of skill and chance requiring tickets this 
year. Tickets can be purchased at the Midway Games Ticket Booth.

 Our air-conditioned Social Center will have various card and wheel 
games as well as Instant Bingo and the NEW Summer Basket Raffle.

 SJV Downs will feature live Duck Races every evening. 



Celebrations, New Fall Offerings for PSR
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I hope everyone has been enjoying the start of summer! I am 
looking forward to welcoming our students back to PSR 

in September. This year we will be offering a kindergarten 
program in addition to our grades 1–8 program. We have 
a wonderful group of catechists who are also excited for 
another year to teach the children! Registration is open online 
at the church website. We will also be offering Coffee and 
Catechesis once a month for parents of PSR students. Coffee 
and Catechesis will be a time for families to get to know one 
another and also work through some tools that can be used at 
home to talk about God and the Catholic Faith. 

Our second grade students celebrated their First Eucharist at 
the beginning of May. Approximately 65 students received their 

First Eucharist at St. John Vianney. All of our students were 
surrounded with family and friends and had a very special day. 
We also celebrated the Confirmation of 81 candidates in May. 
The candidates were surrounded with the love and support of 
family and friends during this beautiful Mass.

Mandy Hart

Important Dates:
PSR registration is open now through October 15.

September 11 First Day of PSR
October 2 First Coffee and Catechesis

CONGRATULATIONS to all of our Confirmands and First 
Communicants on their special day.
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Another Wonderful Year at All Saints School
It is hard to believe how quickly the school year 

has come to an end! We can’t thank everyone 
enough for their endless hours of volunteering, 
donating, and doing whatever was necessary 

to support our 
students. 

Special 
thanks to PAC 
who, as usual, 
went above 
and beyond the 
call of duty to 
provide whatever 
was necessary 
to add to our 
students’ already 
wonderful school 
experience. 

We are also very grateful for the commitment 
the parish makes to our school. The St. John 
Vianney parishioners continuously pray for the 
All Saints students and staff and are always very 
supportive. We are so very appreciative to all of 
you!

We Will Miss You
We said a fond farewell to Mrs. Kukowski, 

Mrs. Budd, Mrs. Zebrak and Miss Resar. 
Whether they taught at All Saints for two 

years or ten years, each of these teachers have 
had an undeniable influence on the lives of their 
students. 

We thank you for your wisdom and patience! 
You and your lessons will be greatly missed!

It has been wonderful having our Auxiliary 
staff, Mrs. Ianiro, Mrs. Yano, Mrs. Ashdown, 
Mrs. Jaworski and Mrs. Lekse at All Saints 
School. They have helped our students grow 
and reach their goals. They have made such a 
difference in the lives of our students, and we 
will miss them terribly!

A Beautiful Celebration
We closed our school year with our end of the year Mass. It was a 

beautiful liturgy! We thanked God for another wonderful school year. We 
asked Him to be with us and keep us safe in the summer days ahead. 

We also had a ceremony honoring our graduates. The All Saints graduating 
class of 2022 joined with their parents and teachers to celebrate their 
accomplishments. We know they will make us proud as they begin their high 
school years. 

Good luck to our graduates and their families! You will always be in our 
prayers. —Mrs. Katy Rankin

Fr. Kline Athletic Award 
Layla Kastner, Colton Niederest,  

Sophia Cicerini

Fr. Kline Excellence 
in Education Award 

Mrs. Maureen Zappia, 
Mrs. Catherine Breskvar

Greg & Nancy Fitzgerald 
Scholarship 

Maddie Crook, Max Severino

Brittany Gallagher Scholarship 
Marianna Prause

Sister Veronica Scholarship 
Samuel Scolaro

Marilyn Kane Scholarship 
Maeve Pfahl

Karen Vrtovsnik Scholarship 
Nicole Katsman

Diversity Scholarship 
Alyssa Marie Gedeon, 
Grace Bryant Garcia

Francis J. O’Hara Scholarship 
Carter Jacobs, Timo Kovacic

Jim Vincent Award 
Ava Canzone

Fr. Johns Service Award 
Paige Pavosevic

Scholarships and Awards

All Saints School would like to send out a 
HUGE thank you to everyone who participated 
in the Marco’s Pizza School Challenge this year. 
For the first time ever, All Saints School won the 
$5,000 first place prize! This prize, combined 
with our monthly earnings gave us over $8,000! 



7575 Bellflower Rd. 
Mentor, OH 44060

August 25 First Day of School
August 31 Informational meeting for those interested in becoming Catholic 
September 11 First Day of PSR
September 26 Miguel Chavez will present a Talk on the Year of Evangelization
October 1 Saturday, 4:00 pm Mass with Bishop Edward Malesic
October 2 PSR First Coffee and Catechesis
October 4–7 Annual Priest Convocation in Huron, Ohio 
October 8–9 Ministry Fair in the Church
December Fundraiser for the Ukraine (watch bulletin for exact date)

Ü PSR registration is open now through October 15.
Ü	6–12th Grade Youth Group Registration for the 2022–23 year available at SJVMentor.org/YG

SJV Summer Raffle u July 10, 2022

Ticket holders need not be present to win. Donations not required. Prizes unclaimed after 90 days will be considered donations to the parish.

Donation: $5/ticket

3rd Prize: $1,000

GRAND PRIZE
$15,000

2nd Prize: $2,000 

http://SJVMentor.org/YG
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