
Verbatim Comments from 40th Anniversary Bus Tour:  
 
Not growing up in this part of Ohio, I appreciated the visit to St. Al’s and hearing the 
history of the church as well as seeing how beautiful it is.  My favorite part of today was 
the tour and lunch at the Center for Pastoral Leadership.  It was enlightening to see and 
hear what all goes on here and how the journey begins for our seminarians.  Father 
Johns is a wonderful storyteller and shared some really good ones today.   
Dolly (Jo) Giroux 
 
 
My husband and I thoroughly enjoyed our day with Fr. Johns and approximately 50 
others to celebrate his upcoming 40 th yr. anniversary as a Priest. It was an honor to 
have this opportunity and to be a part of this special day.  It was a treat to have him 
share his life with us from birth to present day. My favorite part of the day was attending 
Mass at Borromeo Seminary in one of their chapels. Fr. Johns officiated with 4-5 priests 
celebrating with him. Approximately 8-10 Seminarians were there, as well as some 
employees. The enthusiastic participation was refreshing, and this was a very spiritual 
experience for me. The young men/students gave me a feeling of hope for the church’s 
future. SJV has been so fortunate to have Fr. Johns here and a unique part of our lives. 
His personal homilies and stories are interesting and bring us hope to strive to be more 
like he is and how God wants us to be.....thank you and God Bless Fr. Johns now and in 
the years to come. 
Jayne & Tom Thompson  
 
 
I knew when I signed up for the subject trip I would enjoy it; it exceeded my 
expectations. 
Traveling with such a wonderful group of people, listening to Father Johns reminisce 
about his life from childhood to the present time, encouraged all of us, I believe, to 
reflect on our own lives and count our blessings for having Father Johns as our spiritual 
leader. 
His usual concise, humorous, and cohesive discussions of all the sites and personnel 
(St. Mary Magdalen, St. Aloysius, Borromeo seminary, and St. Gabriel's) depicted his 
good upbringing, his experiences during his life's journey, and most importantly, his 
great devotion to God. 
We received very warm welcomes during the tours of these beautiful buildings, and 
were treated to lunch at Borromeo served by the terrific eighth grade students of All 
Saints' School. 
The trip was well organized and ended much too soon. 
May God bless Father Johns and bless us with many more years of his guidance. 
Barb Lazorchak  
 
 
Our trip to St. Al's took Patty back to her parish of baptism and first communion.  What a 
treat to see one of the beautiful old churches in the European style of architecture. 



It was special to join Father in celebrating Mass at his seminary where he took Holy 
Orders.  (see photos attached)  
Dave Rathz and Patty O'Malley 

Walking down memory lane with Fr. Tom was extremely special.  Hearing the nostalgia 
in his voice and viewing the special places through his eyes made the journey very 
sentimental.  We especially enjoyed seeing St. Aloysius and listening to Fr. Mark 
Hobson and Sr. Mary Jean Raymond OSU talk about our sister parish.  Walking the 
halls of CPL was impressive to see all the history of our diocese.  All in all we had a 
very enjoyable time and good company on top of it all. 

Carol and Tom Ameen 

 
The Fr. Tom Johns 40th Anniversary Life Tour was a wonderful experience.  The tour 
began in Willowick with a “drive-by” of his home on East 305th street, “Where It All 
Began” and then to St. Mary Magdalene’s where he started school.  The next place we 
visited was St. Aloysius Church where Fr. Johns was baptized.   This parish stood out in 
our minds as we came to realize what a jewel the church is to the Cleveland community. 
 
We then visited and attended Mass at Borromeo and St. Mary Seminaries where he 
studied for the priesthood and later taught.  While most of the day was spent learning 
about his life, the true Fr. Johns came out during his homily at Borromeo where he 
summed up the entire day to encourage those studying for the priesthood and shared 
just how rich and full his life has been as a priest.  We particularly enjoyed the 
opportunity to eat lunch with Fr. Tom. As we listened to his stories, we were reinforced 
once again, that his humility, sincerity and humor are traits we can all learn from. 
 
The tour concluded with a rosary at St. Gabriel Parish where he was first assigned.  
Throughout the entire day, we got to know Fr. Johns better as he shared the people and 
places near to him that molded and fashioned him into the pastor he is today. 
 
Many Blessings to you, Fr. Tom, and “Happy 40th Anniversary, 
 

Tim and Kathy Boss  



 



 


